
Autism Professional Learning    

Universal Supports Project (A+)

Supporting Schools Implementation     Evidence-Based 

Practices      Positively Impact Student Outcomes

&
of

t�
December 2022

FBA/BIP Technical Adequacy 

Tool for Evaluation 

(TATE)



Agend�
What is A+?

FAQs

Context for FBA/BIPs in Schools

Technical Adequacy Research

TATE Components



The Quiet Rooms



Autism Professional Learning       

Universal Supports Project&



Funded by:

Located:

Autism Professional Learning &

Universal Supports Projects



Provide technical assistance to 

identified districts, special 

education cooperatives, & 

nonpublic entities

 Collaborate with other projects 

that have statewide and national 

impact

Provide professional learning

 

Grant Goals













Today's Objectives:

Identify essential features for effective 

FBA/BIP behavior intervention processes 

Describe the purpose and use of the 

Technical Adequacy Evaluation Tool

Discuss further use of the evaluation in your 

settings



POLL QUESTION

What is your familiarity 

with the TATE?

Huh? What's the TATE? Do you mean tape?

I've heard someone mention it before.... but no, 

I don't know much.

I TATE all my FBAs.



Quality
of

Functional Behavior Assessments 
and Behavior Intervention Plans

TATE assesses the



Context 
for 

FBA/BIPs 
in Schools

Substantial evidence-base

"Gold standard" for research 

supported behavioral practices at 

the individual level

Systemic and skill issues impeding 

implementation

Wealth of literature providing 

evidence-basis

Conceptually, FBA seen as tool for 

use in multi-tiered systems of 

supports rather than separate 

process



CURRENT 
STATUS OF 

FBA/BIP 
IMPLEMENTATION 

IN SCHOOLS
 

FEDERAL 
REGUALATIONS

No systematic policies adopted at the 

federal level or guidance for 

implementation

Special Education guided by the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

IDEA does not define FBA/BIPs nor describe 

criteria for adequacy

FBAs mandated only under certain 

conditions

When a child with a disability is removed 

from the current placement

When behavior is a manifestation of the 

child’s disability



CURRENT 
STATUS OF 

FBA/BIP 
IMPLEMENTATION 

IN SCHOOLS

 

FBA is considered an “evaluation” and 

requires parental consent (Letter to 

Christensen, 2007)

ABC data collection alone does not require 

parental consent, but if collected as part of 

the FBA, requires consent (Letter to Gallo, 

2013)

An independent educational evaluation (IEE) 

for the FBA can be conducted at public 

expense (Letter to Christensen, 2007)

 

 

Due process related to FBAs/BIPs

In absence of federal guidance, state 

guidance is important for LEAs

Dear Colleague letters

OCR complaints and resolutions 



Rigid, rigorous procedures 

not feasible in school 

setting

Expert model / 

Collaborative model

Used as a reactive process Context for 
FBA/BIPs in 

Schools

Three Primary Flaws:

In response, schools have implemented a variety 

of inexact practices and procedures that have 

been loosely labeled as FBA, the majority of 

which are not tied to any solid evidence base 

(Scott, Anderson, & Spaulding, 2008).



POLL QUESTION

What does the FBA process 

look like in your building?

Following a major behavior, the FBA process is 

initiated

We use a data-driven team approach

Too much red tape, it's too difficult to navigate



TECHNICAL ADEQUACY RESEARCH

Blood, E., & Neel, R. S. (2007). From FBA to implementation: A look at what 

is actually being delivered. Education and Treatment of Children, 30, 67-80.

 

Cook, C. R., Crews, S. D., Wright, D. B., Mayer, G. R., Gale, B., Kraemer, B., & 

Gresham, F. M. (2007). Establishing the substantive adequacy of positive 

behavioral support plans. Journal of Behavioral Education, 16, 191-206.

 

Van Acker, R., Boreson, L., Gable, R. A., & Potterton, T. (2005). Are we on the 

right course? Lessons learned about current FBA/BIP practices in schools. 

Journal of Behavioral Education, 14, 35-56.

Recent studies conducted exploring technical adequacy of FBAs



Themes of 
Technical Adequacy Research

Limited 

input from 

teachers 

and others

Target 

behaviors 

missing or 

inadequately 

defined

FBA 

hypotheses 

flawed

Behavior 

intervention 

strategies 

not linked 

with 

hypothesis 

statement(s)

Replacement 

behaviors not 

included

No follow-

through 

on next 

steps



Develop a “district/educator” friendly tool that 

could be used by practitioners to evaluate 

FBA/BIPs

Purpose of 

The TATE

Determine the technical adequacy of FBA/BIPs 

and establish baseline for:

District

School

Individual

Provide information to generate data to guide 

district action planning



Development of the TATE

Review of 

literature to 

identify 

essential 

components 

for 

adequate 

FBA/BIPs

Original 

measure 

included 24 

items 

(FBA/BIP)

Edited to 

20 items

Sent to 

three 

national 

experts for 

review

Final tool 

contains 18 

items (9 

FBA/9 BIP)

Rubric 

provides 

scoring 

guidelines 

and ranges 

0-2







Preliminary 
Findings

 

N = 151

13 school districts (FL)

3 sources

35.1% FL Department of Education

11.3% Volunteer

53.6% FL PBS Project Evaluation Project

n = 38 (25.2%) evaluated by two trained 

raters

Interrater Reliability: in the 90s. This means 

that when you have 2 people independently 

scoring the same FBA/BIP using the TATE, their 

total scores will be very similar.



Validity

Does the 

TATE score 

what it says 

it is going 

to score?

Convergent Validity: Degree to which two 

measures of theoretically related constructs 

are in fact related

 

Behavior Support Plan Quality Evaluation 

(BSP-QE) as compared to the TATE

There was some association between the 

two

BSP-QE is very form dependent (does not 

address the BIP

TATE is suppose to be general enough that 

any FBA/BIP could be used for evaluation



TATE Components

Open the scoring tool and rubric



Input obtained from multiple sources

Essential 
Components  

of  FBAs/BIPs
4

5

6

Problem behavior that is the focus of 

the FBA is identified and defined in 

measurable terms

Baseline data is provided on the 

identified problem behavior

Setting events are considered and 

identified if pattern of predictability is 

present

Antecedent events triggering problem 

behavior are identified and described 

adequately

Antecedent events present when no 

problem behavior occurs are identified 

and described adequately



Responses made by others following 

the problem behavior are identified 

and described adequately

10

11

12

7

Hypothesis statement is written and 

uses the information from the FBA

Function in hypothesis is valid (escape/ 

avoid/delay; access/obtain)

BIP is developed in timely manner after 

FBA

Hypothesis from FBA is included or 

referenced in BIP

A minimum of one antecedent strategy is 

described that links with the hypothesis 

and provides enough detail so that it 

would be implemented consistently each 

day by multiple people

8

9

Essential 
Components  

of  FBAs/BIPs



A minimum of one teach (functionally 

equivalent replacement behavior/ 

alternate skill) strategy is described that 

links with the hypothesis and provides 

enough detail so that it could be 

implemented consistently each day by 

multiple people

Essential 
Components  

of the
FBAs/BIPs

13

A minimum of one reinforcement 

strategy is described that links with the 

hypothesis (provides the function and 

provides enough detail so that it could 

be implemented consistently each day 

by multiple people

A minimum of one strategy that changes 

the response after problem behavior is 

present, is linked with the hypothesis and 

provides enough detail so that it could 

be implemented consistently each day 

14

15



A minimum of one strategy that changes 

the response after problem behavior is 

present, is linked with the hypothesis and 

provides enough detail so that it could 

be implemented consistently each day 

by multiple people.

Essential 
Components  

of the
FBAs/BIPs

15

A crisis plan was considered and if 

necessary, is described in enough detail 

so that it could be implemented 

consistently each day by multiple 

people.

 

16

17

An evaluation plan for determining 

effectiveness is described.

18

A plan for measuring fidelity is 

described.



Needs Assessment

Planning

Implementation

Evaluating



Wrap-Up
What did you like?

What did you dislike?
Do you see yourself utilizing this 

tool?
What questions do you still have?
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